The Holy Days of the Christmas Season

We understand that Christmas is a holiday, that is: Christ's Mass is a Holy Day. Indeed, it is truly a Holy Day. One whose significance is so profound and deep that it cannot be celebrated in just a single day. That is why Christmas is a 'season' within the liturgical calendar, a season that offered us an opportunity for personal transformational, and personal growth. It does indeed take a 'season' to even briefly touch upon the profound effect that the birth of Jesus has had on human life. Christmas is universally recognized among all Christians and is shared by all, each in their own tradition. The celebration of The Nativity joins us to more than two thousand years of our ancestors lived experience. The church has existed then so, the Catholic Church is not a denomination, it is "the Church". It has persevered from the life and times of Jesus to this very day,  up to this very moment in your life. 
Christmas is part of the Church's liturgical structure. We follow the cycles of the Church's Liturgical calendar so that we can enter into the path toward personal transformation, receive the strength to persevere in a complex world, work toward personal stability, peace, endurance, charity, goodness, and most of all love. These are the hallmarks of the Gospels and the Christian Scriptures. Participating with an open heart and an open mind in every Sunday Mass offers us the way to enter into this new way of living. Indeed, every time we gather for Eucharist, the opportunity for a personal 'new beginning' is extended to us.  The Mass is a wonderful opportunity to unpack the deep and intimate meaning of God's word in the context of ourselves and in the context of our own life experience. The Christmas Season offers us a chance for Jesus to be birthed into our lives. In this way, Jesus continues to transform humanity and the world through the Church. Ecclesia is another word for Church that can be defined as 'the people of God'. When we respond to God's Grace and unite ourselves to the Church, then lives can be transformed. 

The Gospel narrative of the birth of Jesus allows us to understand his humanity and his divinity in the language of that day. The meaning of his coming into humanity transcends time and can be experienced in our own present lived-experience.

The Feast of the Holy Family helps us see their lives within the context of an ancient society and within one of many religious structures of ancient Judea and Palestine. We too live within a society. Our religion, like theirs, also helps to structure our lives. Without it, we will have to navigate our lives subject to the whims of fate, with nothing more than our judgment and life experience to guide us. Our active participation in the Sunday Mass extends a liturgical structure through which Jesus and touch our lives to this very day. That is why we profess these words in the recited creed. "God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, on in being with the Father, begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father".

The Christmas Season concludes with a Mass of The Baptism of the Lord. Unlike the sacrament of Baptism we know, the Baptism of John was a sign of repentance, of a willingness to reorder and restore lives and return to living with faith in God. Jesus entered willingly into the water of baptism, but not to be cleansed, but to initiate his ministry by entering fully into the lived experience of humanity by entering into the waters of human repentance. The act of his baptism confirms the identity of Jesus with a sign of the Holy Spirit, through which Jesus abides fully in humanity as well. In other words, if we live the faith and abide in God's Grace, we will be guided to goodness in our life.   

Attending the Mass, in person or online, and internalizing the scripture, the prayers of the Mass in addition to receiving the sacraments is a journey of personal fulfillment and peace. By abiding in faith the Holy Spirit can guide us through life.

Important Note:

If you are going to be baptized at the Saturday Easter Vigil Mass please make note of the following on your calendar. This year, St. John the Evangelist is hosting the Rite of Election in our area. The Rite of Election will be attended in person by the catechumens only (those who are going to be baptized).  The rite will be on Saturday, February 27th at 11:00am with Bishop Muggenborg. More of the Rite of Election later, but for now make sure that you schedule that date in your calendar. The Rite of Election will also be streamed for other family members and for all the candidates as well. Candidate are those who have already been baptized and will be receiving Confirmation and/or 1st Holy Communion on the Saturday night before this East Sunday.









